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THE MINING SECTOR
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OVERVIEW

Angola has numerous mineral deposits, including diamonds, iron, gold, phosphates, manganese, copper, lead, zinc, tin, wolfram, tungsten/vanadium, titanium, chrome, beryllium, kaolin, quartz, gypsum, marble, granite and uranium. 

The full extent of these resources has yet to be fully evaluated. Since independence mining activity has been limited to diamonds and, on a smaller scale, to the extraction of marble and granite.

The supply industry for mining activity is thus not well developed at all and, as with many other activities, companies that are now beginning to operate in Angola are sourcing equipment from South Africa.
PRECIOUS METALS
GOLD
The Maiombe region of Cabinda Province accounts for 90% of gold production in Angola. 

There are other alluvial gold deposits in Cuanza Norte, Huila and Cunene Provinces.

PLATINUM
Platinum has been reported in association with norite complexes in the Cunene Complex in south-western Angola.
BASE METALS

Copper production has largely been from the high-grade ore ofthe Tetelo-Mavoio Bembe region. Lead and zinc have also been recorded in this region. 

Copper deposits of potential economic value occur in the coastal plain (e.g. the Cachoeiras and Loeto deposits) and copper of volcanic origin has been identified in the Menongue district of south-east Angola. 

Vanadium has been mined at Lueca and Kinzo.


FERROUS METALS

IRON
Most iron mined in the past in Angola has been from the Cassinga Mine in Huila Province, where the high-grade portion of the reserve has been largely depleted. 

A slump in global iron ore prices, coupled with the onset of the war when the rail link connecting the mine at Cassinga to the port of Mocamedes (now Namibe) was destroyed, saw production end.


MANGANESE

Numerous small manganese deposits occur scattered throughout Angola. The most economically of them is known as the Lucala manganese triangle, and is situated in Cuanza Norte and Malanje Provinces. 

Numerous small manganese deposits occur in this region, concentrated in alluvial or near surface deposits.

DIAMONDS
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In Angola, both kimberlite and alluvial diamonds occur. Some 700 known kimberlites occur in Angola and are aligned in a northeast-southwest direction across the country. 

The kimberlites vary in shape from rounded to elongate and diamond grade increases with depth. The Camafuca and Catoca kimberlites are the best known. 

A number of kimberlite pipes occur in Lunda Norte Province. These include the economicalIy interesting Camafuca, Camatchia and Camagico and Camatue pipes.

Most alluvial diamonds in Angola originate from erosion of kimberlites. The Lunda Norte and Lunda Sul areas of north-eastern Angola host rich alluvial diamond fields.

 

 

 

 

 

INDUSTRIAL MINERALS
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DECORATIVE STONE

Good quality red and black granites are exported from Angola. 

These rocks occur in Namibe and Huila Provinces in south-eastern Angola. 

These provinces are also known for deposits of crystalline quartz and marble.


PHOSPHATES

Substantial phosphate resources have been found in Cabinda and Zaire Provinces.


KAOLIN

Kaolin has been found in Bengo, Huila, Bie and Uige Provinces.



CEMENT AND RAW MATERIALS

Although large volumes of limestone, sands, sandstone and clays occur, production has not been substantial.

